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Barretter, whether we attribute it to his moderation or in-
experience, was not dazzled by the prospect of such high
promotion, but answered, that he was too much pleased
with science and quiet, to leave them for such inextricable
studies, or such harassing fatigues. A resolution so un-
pleasing to the king, that his father attributes to it the
delay of those favours which they had hopes of receiving,
the king having, as he observes, determined to employ him
in the ministry.

It is not impossible that paternal affection might sug-
gest to Mr. Barretier some false conceptions of the king's
design; for he infers, from the introduction of his son to
the young princes, and the caresses which he received
from them, that the king intended him for their preceptor;
a scheme, says he, which some other resolution happily
destroyed.

Whatever was originally intended, and by whatever
means these intentions were frustrated, Barretier, after
having been treated with the highest regard by the whole
royal family, was dismissed with a present of two hundred
crowns; and his father, instead of being fixed at Stetiii,
was made pastor of the French church at Halle; a place
more commodious for study, to which they retired; Bar-
retier being first admitted into the Royal society at Ber-
lin, and recommended, by the king, to the university at
Halle.

At Halle he continued his studies with his usual applica-
tion and success, and, either by his own reflections, or the
persuasions of his father, was prevailed upon to.give up
his own inclinations to those of the king, and direct his
inquiries to those subjects that had been recommended by
him.

He continued to add new acquisitions to his learning, and
to increase his reputation by new performances, till, in the
beginning of his nineteenth year, his health began to de-
cline, and his indisposition, which, being not alarming or
violent, was, perhaps, not at first sufficiently regarded, in-
creased by slow degrees for eighteen months, during which